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the hermaphiodite flowers regular, tubular, the limb shortly 4-5-fid,
Anther-bases obtuse, subentire. Style-arms flattened, terminated by
short 01 tuangulai obtuse appendages. Achenes of the ray narrow,
triquetious, often empty, those of the disk laterally subcompressed,
top entire, toothed or 2-aristate.—Species 4.—Australia. S. America.
E. alba Hassk. ib used medicinally in China, Indo China,
Malaya, Brazil, Gold Coast, La Reunion.
1. Eclipta alba Hassk PL Jav. Ran (1848) 528 E. erecta
Linn Mant. II (1771) 286.—plate 530
Annual, erect or prostrate, branched, often rooting at the nodes;
stem and branches strigose with appressed white hairs. Leaves
sessile, 2.5-7 5 cm. long, variable in breadth, usually oblong-lanceo-
late, subentire, acute 01 subacute, sparsely strigose -with appressed
hairs on both sides, base tapering. Heads 6-8 mm. diarn., solitary
or 2 together on unequal axillary peduncles Involucral bracts about
8, ovate, obtuse or acute, herbaceous, strigose with appressed white
hairs. Ray-flowers ligulate, the ligple small, spreading, scarcely as
long as the bracts, not toothed, white. Disk-flowers tubular, the
corollas often 4-toothed. Pappus 0, except occasionally very minute
teeth on the top of the achene Achenes cuneate, compressed and
with a narrow wing, covered with warty excrescences.
Distribution     Bengal, Burma, Malay Peninsula, Central India, Punjab, W   Rajputana^
Peninsular India, Ceylon—Malaya, Cosmopolitan in warm climates
The plant has a bittei hot sharp dry taste; fattening^ alterative,
anthelmintic, alexipharmic; good for the complexion, the hair, the
eyes, the teeth; cures inflammations, hernias, eys diseases, "* kapha **
and " vata", bronchitis, asthma, leucoderma, anaemia, disease of
the heart and the skin, itching, night-blindness^ syphilis; used to
prevent abortion and miscarriage, and for uterine pains after delivery
(Ayurveda).
The plant has a bitter sharp taste; improves the colour of the
hair and the lustre of the eye; tonic, expectorant, antipyretic,
stomachic; good for diseases of the spleen, stomatitis, toothache,
headache, hexnicrania, fevers, internal diseases, pain in the liver;
cures vertigo (Yunani).

